
Clark-Cowlitz Fire Rescue 
Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting Minutes 

911 N 65th Avenue, Ridgefield 
 

 
July 8, 2021 
 
Present: Commissioners Stan Chunn, Ken Ayers, Larry Bartel, David Town. Chief John 
Nohr.  
 
Also Present: DVC Ben Peeler, Recording Secretary Kathy Streissguth 
 
Via Video Conference:  
Commissioner Bob Johnson 
 
Meeting called to order by Commissioner Chunn at 4:10 p.m.  
 
Flag salute. 
 
CALL FOR LATE AGENDA ADDITIONS 
None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Commissioner Bartel to approve the consent agenda as presented. Second by 
Commissioner Town. Commissioner Bartel asked who was paying for the generator repair 
at St151. Chief Nohr advised that the invoice was paid from the FFFB and the cost would 
be shared with CCSO and FD6. No further discussion. Call for the vote. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Received a $34 donation from the Sandblast sisters’ lemonade stand (Woodland).  
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
None. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES  

Clark County Fire Risk Management Group – Bartel  
Commissioner Bartel advised the group is looking into long term care policy 
options. The new deadline for proof of alternative plan and to opt out of the 
mandatory employee deduction is November 30. Discussed the State plan 
restrictions and that most of our current employees won’t ever be able to utilize the 
program. Unknown at this time if the commissioners qualify or are required to pay 
into the program. Commissioner Bartel will be attending the WFCA meeting on July 
10. 
 
Fairgrounds Fire Facility Board – Johnson  
No meeting. No report. Next meeting on July 14. 
 
Finance Committee – Town  
No meeting. No report. 
 
WFCA Region VIII Update – Bartel  
No report. 
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Commissioner Updates 
None. 

 
STAFF REPORTS 

DVCs Yager and Jackson on vacation. 
 
Operations 
DVC Peeler reviewed the June Operations report. Noted it has been quite busy. 
There were 20 or more incidents in 10 of the last 30 days. Only 2 days had less 
than 10 incidents. With the exception of the large structure fire; the fireworks ban 
helped keep the 4th calm. Chief Nohr pointed out that normal call volume is 10-11 
per day. DVC Peeler advised the new recruits are performing well at the fire 
academy. We may be able to have additional personnel at the academy graduation. 
Contact DVC Peeler if interested. BC Berg is assisting with today’s recruiting 
interviews for the new hire list. Chief Nohr threw the first pitch at the Ridgefield 
Raptors Public Safety Night on July 7. Crews have resumed participation in public 
events and becoming re-engaged with the community. National Night Out in 
Ridgefield will occur on Tuesday, August 3. Wrapped up the Cadet Program 2020-
21 school year. Looking for a new coordinator to replace Haldeman for the 
upcoming school year. The 2021 wildland fire season has started. Several IMT 
members are out on assignment currently. We also have a Strike Team Leader 
(STL) and a brush unit with a crew of three out on State Mobe. 
 
Admin Services 
DVC Nohr summarized the June Administrative Services report. Today and 
tomorrow we are conducting 25 hiring interviews. Expecting 8-10 to move forward 
for a chief interview to develop a current hiring list. 
 
Community Risk Reduction/CARES 
Chief Nohr summarized the Community Risk Reduction and CARES program 
activities for the month June. Discussed heat related deaths and mitigation plans.  
 

CHIEF’S REPORT 
Chief Nohr summarized the June Chief’s report. The joint board meeting with Clark 6 will 
be held on Tuesday, July 16 at 6 p.m. in the training room at the Public Safety Complex 
(Station 151). Chief Nohr spent some time at the Ridgefield 4th of July Celebration event. 
Discussed the fireworks ban. Recapped the events and challenges of the July 4 fire at the 
old Cherry Grove Church property. Have met with the Ridgefield and La Center police 
chiefs to discuss the new laws regarding law enforcement use of force and interaction with 
the public and how this will impact our response tactics. Noted that provider safety comes 
first. Crews have been directly that if they cannot safety engage, they are to withdraw. 
Discussed station inspections. Though old, the stations are clean an orderly. Only one 
station did not pass. The follow up inspection will occur soon. AMR is struggling with 
ambulance response compliance and are at level zero a considerable amount of time. 
They report issues with retention and hiring. Fire agencies are concerned as crews are 
getting stuck on scene for extended periods waiting on an ambulance. The County Chiefs 
are monitoring. 
 
Discussed the proposal of providing the City of Woodland with a credit/rebate on funds 
earned last year from use of their ambulance on mobilizations. Chief Nohr requested 
approval to reduce the city’s contract obligation by $45,008, which is half the net 
proceeds from the 2020 ambulance mobilizations. So moved by Commissioner Town. 
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